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Baylor's Stephen Jasger waiches his shot while practicing with his team at Black Creek.

Smooth-handling import

By KeL1ry SMIDDIE
Starr WiTER

Two weeks ago, Stephen
Jaeger gor out of an airplane
around 10 p.m. after g 15-hour
flight from his homerown of
Munich, Germany.

He arose early the next day.
Soon he was experiencing his
first sausage and egg biscuir
ar a local fast food restaurant.
Shortly after thar, he hir his
first tee shor on the way to a
l-over par 73 at The Honors

“It was a good day,” Jaeger
said. “I played pretty well.”

Jaeger is a junior at The Bay-
lor School, a place he learned
of from nearly halfway around
the world. While earning an
education is the main reason-

hecamemBaylor.coanthg He

Ochmig doesn't mind having
him on the golf team.” * -

“We've had foreign students
who were golfers before,”

Ochmig said. “They've

“I was real skeprical, ¢
&n:hismmasaidheh:c;g
course records in Germany, he
played on the German nationa)
team, and he had finished seer
ord in rhe Bavarian Amateur,
Thar kind of piqued my interest
a lntle bit, but still, how do you
know?”

Jaeger was unable to be in
Chartanooga by Aug. 8 when
the Red Raiders held team
qualifying, Oehmig had his
lineup set for the season-open-
ing Preview tourna-
ment when Jaeger arrived. But
the coach also allowed others
to play individually, Jaeger
among them.

He was moved inro the team

W New Baylor golfer is
settling in nicely with the
Red Raiders team far from
his German home.

lineup for the second day of
the tournament. Jaeger finished
third overall ar even par after
his l-under 71 helped Baylor’s
?:i!: win the team champion-

tant coach Joey Westmoreland
fallowing Jaeger the first day of
the tournament. He caught up
with them after six holes,
“Joey said, “This kid's a play-
er,”™ Oehmig said. “I watched
him the nelxt__ fﬂa:sldlohs' He’s
extremely long accurate.
has a very controlled ball-

v ']aegéfé fathey, Klaus, is a

travel agent, so Stephen has
traveled extensively with his

ranged family and d golf in sev-
ﬁa::mrrfblewOK.Nlcekids. eral P

countries, So far the only
other course he has played

¢ The Virginian Clu
inBrisml.Va.. when the Red

SDphomo.re Ryan Thorn-
ton was a playing partner of
Jaeger's,

“We've actually hir it off
really well,” Thornton said.
“I-_Is;f iteally easy to ger along
wil Was amazing to see
him step off a plane and shoor
73 at a course he's never seen
before. We didn’r know what
to expect.

“There’s no telling how
good he is yet. We've only see
-him play a couple of rimes. He's

a great ball-striker, He seems
10
around.”

Oechmig said he sees Jacger
as a regular reenager. He likes
hanging out ar Baylor’s student
center and playing ping pong.
He was first inro the swimmi
pool on the wip to Virginia.

Jaeger said an organiza-
tion in his country helped him
locate several boarding schools
in the U.S., and he feir Baylor
was the best fit for him,

Jaeger said he likes all of his
classes and reachers, Because
of what he called a lack of care
by rthose in the schoal system
he came from, he said Baylor is
“like paradise.”

Jaeger's English — slang
included — is only slightly
flawed, and spoken with a
slight accent. Of his teammates,
Jaeger said: “They're all cool.™

He's been told thar a stare
championship is the ultimare
prize for a high school golf
team in the US,, although he's
unsure of what level of compe-
tition that is. To him, it sounds
like he would “prefer 1o play

The Red Raiders need No. 1
player Harris Fnglish, a Univer-
sity of Georgia commitment,
to return from a wrist injury
in order to make a run ar their
fourth consecurive Division
II stare title. Qehmig said he
doesn't know if Jasger can play
ar English’s level, but he knows
he'll be in the lineup from here
on.

“We were strong before Ste-
phen came in.” Thornton said.
“All iv can ever do is help to
have one more grear player”

E-mail Relley &nu:lfﬁe at
ksmiddie@timesfreepress.com
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TRENTON, Ga. — I’s not
as if people are saying bad
things about Ashley Boyd. On
the contrary, rivals speak of
Boyd as if she’s the most dan-
gerous hitter on the planet.

But that's just it. Boyd, the
Dade County senior sofrball
star, wants to be known for
more than just her impressive
talents at the plate, When you
hir over 400, blast 10 home

runs and drive in a third of .

your team’s runs, it’s hard to
ignore the obvious.

Boyd, however, is also th,
Lady Wol- z
verines' top
pitcher, a
posirion she |
earned lasr §
year in lead- §
ing the youth- 8
ful team to 2 [
berth in the i
Class AA sec- ’
tional round. Ashley Boyd
In mentions of the best rwo-
way players in northwestern
Georgia, Boyd often is right
behind Ringgold’s Jessica
Cross, Gordon Lee’s Kaity
Holloway and Lakeview-Fort
Oglethorpe's Lauren Flores.

She may be moving into
the midst of thar list. This past
week she had a three-hit, nine-
strikeout shutout win over Hal-
loway and the Lady Trojans.

"Her approach is so much
berter now,” Dade coach Jill
Higdon said. “She’s been work-
mg on it for three or four years
now, and she's so strong men-
tally. She’s always been a good
pitcher, but now she's getring
to the next level, It's good that
people are starting to notice”

Boyd, already a rwo-time
Best of Preps selection, takes
very little credit for her pitch-
ing prowess. She prefers 1o
focus on her ream and its
search for a second state ritle
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